Ray L. Olewiler
May 8, 1947 - February 9, 2021

Ray L. Olewiler, of Windsor, passed away on Tuesday, February 9, 2021 at Wellspan York
Hospital at 12:57 am at the age of 73. He was born in Columbia, PA on May 8, 1947 and
was the son of the late Raymond F. and Louise L. (McCleary) Olewiler.
Ray was a 1966 graduate of Eastern York Schools, best known as “Peach”. He was
employed as an engineer by Voith Hydro in York, retiring in 2009, after 28 years.
Ray also designed and crafted endless stage productions for Central and Suburban
Schools plus numerous additional schools and churches throughout PA. He taught
drafting classes in York and portrayed Santa Claus famously for over 20 years. He was a
member of the Missionaires Gospel Singer for 20 years. He was an exceptionally talented
person. York Little Theater, DreamWrights Center and various other stages in the area
demonstrated the many artistical and designing skills which were his passion and joy. Ray
also donated his talents to the York Fair for more than 30 years. Along with this creativity,
he is fondly remembered for just having fun and for his “Gift of Gab”.
Ray is survived by three sisters: Polly Smith and husband Harry of Felton, Shelbie
Olewiler of York, Nancy Seaks and husband S. Donald of Seven Valleys and one brother,
Lee Olewiler and wife Clara of Mt. joy, PA., along with numerous nieces and nephews.
Cremation will take place with Burg Funeral Home, Inc., 134 W. Broadway, Red Lion.
Family and friends are invited to extend their condolences on Tuesday, February 16th,
from 6-7 pm at Burg Funeral Home, Inc., 134 W. Broadway, Red Lion. A Memorial Service
to Honor and Praise Ray will begin at 7 pm at the funeral home with Rev. Steven A.
Schmuck, pastor of Red Lion Bible Church officiating. Burial will be private at
Shenberger’s Chapel Cemetery at the convenience of the family.
All those attending the service are asked to wear a mask and observe social distancing
guidelines as set forth by they CDC. Please be courteous when greeting the family to
allow everyone to have time to pay their respects.

We want to extend a sincere thank you to all of Ray’s many friends and neighbors who so
willingly assisted him for many years.
In lieu of flowers, contributions in honor of Ray, may be offered to the DreamWrights
Center for the Community Arts, 100 Carlisle Ave., York, PA 17401

Events
FEB
16

Visitation

06:00PM - 07:00PM

Burg Funeral Home
134 W. Broadway, Red Lion, PA, US, 17356-2104

FEB
16

Service of Honor and Praise

07:00PM

Burg Funeral Home
134 W. Broadway, Red Lion, PA, US, 17356-2104

Comments

“

RIP Ray. Thanks for many years of friendship at Voith Hydro.
Ed Kennell

Ed Kennell - February 18 at 09:17 AM

“

I had the pleasure to meet and work with Ray at Starbucks Roasting plant and what
a wonderful deep passionate friend he was, I will always carry his memories with me,
he would make us laugh until we cried. He will be deeply missed . He’s the kind of
person when you meet him, his sport never leaves you! I will always love you friend
and Thank you for all you kindness and I believe God sends us earth angels and you
were mine.

Lynn Myers - February 18 at 08:07 AM

“

“

I meant spirit never leaves you
Lynn Myers - February 18 at 08:09 AM

Ray was such a talented and clever man. A true artist and skilled in so many areas. I
really enjoyed working with him at Susquehannock Theatre. He was always willing to
share his talent with anyone willing to learn. I’m grateful to have known him as a
colleague and friend.
Jennifer Addotta

Jennifer Addotta - February 17 at 05:38 PM

“

Apparently, there were a lot of people that wanted to speak on their experiences with
Ray & did not get an opportunity to do so. If you are one of those, please email my
direct email at drchrisowen@gmail.com. MANY of us are planning a get-together this
summer at Springettsbury park to have our own celebration of Ray Olewiler. I believe
he would absolutely LOVE this celebration of his life. Refreshments will be provided.
Please come!! We would cherish to hear how he influenced your life!

Chrisy Hake Owen - February 16 at 09:04 PM

“

I work with Ray for a brief time when we worked at the Starbucks roasting plant. We
work in roasting on 3rd shift.
Ray was there for me at a very difficult time in my life when I lost my son in a car
accident .Ray was a listening ear and a shoulder to cry on .He encouraged me to
heal through art, buying me art supplies. He was right, it was very soothing helping
through my grief journey.
I will always remember Ray for that and his great personality.
Vickie Mummert Carter

vickie carter - February 16 at 12:01 PM

“

“

Thank you Vickie for sharing this experience - it just epitomizes the person he was.
Chrisy Hake Owen - February 16 at 08:50 PM

I worked with Ray most of his time at Voith. We shared many experiences both at
work and things that occurred with our families. He had a very artistic mind that was
put to use in many endeavors through the years.
He will be missed by many of his friends.

Don Worley - February 16 at 08:02 AM

“

On behalf of all of us at Stewartstown Summer Theatre, we extend our sympathies to
the Olewiler family. Like many other theaters in York County, we were blessed to
receive from Ray's vast knowledge and theatre expertise. Every time we use a set
piece or prop that Ray crafted, we will remember how fortunate we were to know him
and to work with him. He will be fondly remembered. Our hearts are all saddened at
his passing but are fuller for having known him. May all your memories of him
eventually flood your grief.
David McDowell, Producer Stewartstown Summer Theatre

David McDowell - February 15 at 10:55 AM

“

I had the joy of learning from Ray when I was a student at Central, and working with
him at YLT, DreamWrights, and eventually he helped me work in the theatre program
at Suburban. He always called me "Bly" - no matter where, when, what age. He was
patient and gentle with his teaching, but also incredibly sharp and unendingly witty always good for great conversation and a good laugh. More than once he'd watch
me fall off of set pieces we were working on - throwing nails everywhere, dropping
paint onto myself, spraining my ankle - and was more than happy to tell my students
every detail. He taught me how to be a leader while still being humble, and taught me
to continue to find the joy in things that exhausted. I will miss his hearty laugh, but
the lessons he imparted and the art he made will always exist in the generations of
artists he taught.

Blythe Hart-Ries - February 12 at 08:52 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Shama Mir - February 12 at 06:12 PM

“

Ray helped with my wedding and with my first house here in York - he taught my kids
- he was by my side during many theatrical moves and of course there were the
shows, many many shows. He had a killer smile. But most of all he was a dear friend
to my entire family; especially my mom.
He will be missed deeply. Remembered fondly. Celebrated often.
Shama Mir

Shama Mir - February 12 at 06:11 PM

“

25 files added to the album LifeTributes

Burg Funeral Home - February 12 at 08:49 AM

“

Just Ray was a great friend and loved to make people laugh and we loved to hear
his hearty laugh. I worked with Ray for over 25 years at the York Fair. He sure lived
his life and did it his way helping others. Thanks for the memories, we will go on but it
sure won't be the same. No dinner get together is complete without ice cream! God
bless, till we meet again, Donna Throne

Donna Throne - February 11 at 09:29 PM

“

I worked with Ray, at York Division-Borg Warner, in the drafting room, from 19681971. We shared many adventures, cruising the York loop in his 67 Camaro, going to
the shore for a weekend during the summer, riding his motorcycle and generally
doing the crazy stuff kids, in their late teens, do. Ray was always a great friend, a
groomsman in my wedding, and an encouraging voice as I went off to college and
into the Air Force. He helped my son, and daughter, learn how to create and
construct theater scenes and encouraged them as they developed their acting
talents at York Little Theater. I spoke with Ray a few months ago and chatted about
getting together after Covid. Sadly, that will not happen, but I, and my family, will
remember him fondly, his caring ways, his humor and, most of all, his enduring
friendship. Jim Astor

James Astor - February 11 at 07:06 PM

“

2 files added to the album Memories Album

John - February 11 at 03:29 PM

