William H. Runkle
January 7, 1939 - January 7, 2021

William Harvey Runkle of Brogue, went from this earthly life to eternal life on his 82nd
birthday, Thursday, January 7, 2021. He was the son of the late Jesse W. Runkle and
Grace I. (Smith) Runkle.
He was born in Laurel PA on January 7, 1939 and was a graduate of Red Lion High
School, class of 1957. Bill began his automobile mechanic career alongside his father at
Smeltzer Ford in Collinsville. In 1966 he built and opened Runkle’s Service Center in
Brogue which he operated until his retirement.
For twenty-five years, he hosted a Saturday Bluegrass show on WGCB in Red Lion, PA.
He loved bluegrass music and was a well-known musician, playing the 5-string banjo, both
locally and nationally. He began his music career with Al Shade of Myerstown, PA and
later traveled and recorded with Del McCoury and the Dixie Pals. Bill’s music can still be
heard on Pandora and XM Radio. In his later years, he was a member of numerous other
bands and often played for fundraisers in the York County area. In 2015 he was honored
by the PA House of Representatives with a citation for using his considerable talents and
resources to serve others thereby exemplifying the spirit of community.
With family and friends, he started Bluegrass Boys Hunting Camp in Potter County (a
large collection of antlers proves success!). Bill also loved the beach and spent many
wonderful years at his home in Bethany Beach, DE (surf fishing but never catching very
many!) He truly lived a blessed life with cherished lifelong friendships and much laughter.
As the song goes, he is now “HIGH ON A MOUNTAIN.”
Bill has two children, William A. Runkle of Red Lion and Rhonda S. Hausman and her
husband Philip C. of York and two siblings, Gerald Runkle of Manchester and June Grove
of Dover. He was preceded in death by his sisters Nancy E. Runkle and Fern Runkle.
This very real and very deadly coronavirus cost Bill and so many others their lives. For the
safety of all, a celebration of life service will be held at a later date.

The family wishes to thank the heroic doctors and nurses at Wellspan York Hospital for
their persistent grace in caring for Bill. Also, sincere thanks to his devoted friend Judy
Winters.
Contributions in memory of Bill may be offered to: Brogue Ambulance 39, 51 Muddy Creek
Forks Road, PO Box 144, Brogue, PA 17309.
Online condolences may be offered at: www.BurgFuneralHome.com

Cemetery
Bethel United Methodist Cemetery
1674 Furnace Rd.
Brogue, PA, 17309

Comments

“

Rhonda and Billy,
My sincere sympathy to you and your family. Your dad was such a part of my
childhood and our family. He was always so very encouraging to me when I started
playing music. At the young age of 16 I recorded with Square Deal which was the
first time I was in a studio. I’ll not forget that! His memory lives on in the recordings
he’s made.
All my best,
Ronnie McCoury
The Del McCoury Band
Hendersonville,TN

Ronnie McCoury - February 06 at 02:21 PM

“

Billy and Rhonda,
I just heard about your father, I am so sorry. I remember as I started driving I would
go with him in the evening to pick up cars from Auction. And I fell in love with one
that we would take it for drives around the area when I only had my permit. Then he
found a car for me and was waiting for me to stop in after work and park it so I could
see it as soon as I pulled in and just watched run to it eyeing it up because he knew I
would want it. Also, one day he saw smoke rolling in the sky and was like what is that
coming, I pulled in with my car smoking and turned it off. And walked in and he said
what are you doing, I said you are my mechanic I didn't want to stop anywhere else,
here I was out of water and he thought my car would not start once he added water
but it did, I hear that for years. He will definitely be missed. My kids will miss him
also, because they were always out there and considered him a grandpa to them.
Angela (Fissel) Skeens

Angela (Fissel) Skeens - February 01 at 05:58 PM

“

Rhonda and Billy, I’m so very sad to hear that your Dad passed away. We have such
great music memories when he played five string banjo for Dad in the 60’s Mom
sang with Dad, I sang, and you and Debbie Lentz tapped danced on stage in your
western outfits. Those were the days! Faron remembered your Dad made a bird
sound, I think it was a cricket, noise. Dad said he was one of the best Banjo players
he had. We are sending you and your family love, and prayers.....
Al, Faron,
and , Deb (Shade) Glassmoyer

Deb (Shade) Glassmoyer - January 26 at 07:23 PM

“

Oh Deb! How wonderful to hear from you! I sure hope you’re all doing well and staying
safe! Maybe by springtime or early summer we’ll be able to have a proper send off for Dad.
We miss him so much. Thank you, hugs to all, especially to Al.
rhonda - January 29 at 09:02 AM

“

Dear Runkle family:
I met Bill while being the opening band for Del McCory in the 1970's
at Blue Marsh, new Reading PA. I also knew of him from my friends
Al Shade, whom, I also played for several years. My sincere sympathy
to the family, friends and fans. A wonderful talented person.

Sincerely,
Bill Townsend,
Hamburg PA.
Bill Townsend - January 20 at 10:28 AM

“

More photos can be found on ydr legacy.com by scrolling down below Bill's obituary.

Rhonda and Billy - January 17 at 02:12 PM

“

Bill called me the night before he passed away .. I had not chatted with him in over
25 years ... I played guitar in his band Square Deal after Dee left. Bill and I were both
Automobile Dealers in Addition to Music so our hour and a half chat was a blessing.
One thing he never missed telling me a bout was his son and daughter. He really
loved them both! Gosh ... I did not know he passed until today. I hope his kids know
what a one of a kind person he was ... I know I sure do. What a blessing it was for
him to call me that night!!! It was a gift from Jesus so I would know he went on ahead
to get things ready:)
Pete Adcock
Frederick MD.

Pete Adcock - January 16 at 09:01 PM

